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Programme Group

Purpose

We run a year-round programme of Oxford-themed talks, walks and visits aimed at
encouraging an awareness and understanding of our city.

The talks (free and open to all) are given by leading speakers in interesting locations across
the city. Topics can include Oxford’s history, buildings, arts and science, nature, business
and enterprise, and current development projects. The extensive programme of visits and
walks (for members only and usually for a small charge) is led by local experts and held both
in the city and in the county.

Membership

The Group Coordinator is lan Salusbury and other members include Clive Booth, Gillian
Coates, lan Green, Tim Stevenson and Peter Thompson.

The Group’s work

The Group aims to set up about six talks each year and nine or ten walks or visits. Parts of
the autumn and winter 2025 programme are shown in the illustrations below.

We meet several times a year to plan the programme of walks, talks and visits. This is an
enjoyable activity involving reviewing all aspects of life in Oxford and deciding which ones
would be of interest to our general membership.

Members of the Group follow up the meetings by organising the events and helping to
promote them.



Examples of talks:

Saints and sinners: Yictorian and
Edwardian religion in Oxfordshire
Tuesday 27 January at 6pm
Rewley House

The 1851 religious census came as a shock
to the Victorians, as it showed that many

people were not attending a place of

worship, but also that nenconformists were much stronger than
many realised. Simon Wenham will explain how the Victorian
period is often seen as an evangelical age, but it also saw wan-
ing Anglican influence and simmering tensions between groups,
witnessed in reactions to the Oxford movement and ideas about
agnosticism. This talk examines beliefs in Victorian and Edward-
ian Britain with an emphasis on Oxfordshire.

Oxford University's Life and
Mind Building

Thursday 19 February at 8pm
Magdalen Grove Auditorium

Opened in 2025, the Life and Mind Build-

ing is the largest building project under-

will talk about the history of providing research and teaching
space for two of University 's world-class departments = Biology
and Experimental Psychology. Given the sudden closure in 2017
of the Tinbergen building, he will outline the long journey to
opening the new building and some of the research carried out
there.

The Oxford Growth Commission
Tuesday 7 April, AGM at 7:30pm
followed by talk at 8pm
Worcester College

Leading regeneration expert,

Neale Coleman chairs the Oxford
Growth Commission (OGC). Established in 2025, OCG is made
up of representatives from national government, Oxford City
Council, Oxfordshire County Council, Oxford's two universities,
and local business community group Advanced Oxford. Neale

will describe how Oxford’s amazing resources = its universities,
people and innovative businesses — can be used ‘to accelerate
and unblock barriers to sustainable growth delivering new job
opportunities and more affordable housing, as well as invest-
ment in sustainable fravel and energy and nafure recovery’

taken by the University of Cixford. Professor Chris Kennard

Examples of walks and visits:

The Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies — a tour

Saturday 10 May, 11am

The Oxford Centre
for Islamic Studies
building combines
elements of a tradi-
- tional Oxford col-
lege with classical
Islamic architecture.
The guided tour of
the Centre will last around an hour and afterwards visitors
will have a chance to explore the beautiful gardens.

Harcourt Arboretum — a special tour
Tuesday 10 June, 2.30pm

The glorious Harcourt Arboretum is owned and run by the
University of Oxford. It dates back to 1835, when it was
established next to Nuneham House, home of the Harcourt

Opportunities for new members

family. This tour by Ben Jones, the Curator, is not otherwise
available to members of the public and is restricted to a maxi-
mum of 15 people. It will have a parficular focus on rhodo-
dendrons and azaleas.

Lye Valley: Headington's fen — a visit
Sunday 22 June, 2pm

The Lye Valley SSSI in Headington is a 14,000yearold inter-
nationally rare habitat: a tufaforming valleyhead alkaline
spring fen. The visit will be led by the ecologist and conserva-
tionist, Dr Judy Webb,
Chair of the Friends of
Lye Valley.

Please wear waterproof &
footwear for this visit so
that you can get up
close to the orchids and
other flora.
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We would welcome new members willing to identify topics for our walks, talks and events
and to help organise them. The Group’s work is informal and most enjoyable.

Contact

For more information, to suggest ideas for events or to ask about joining this group, please
contact lan Salusbury (Programme Group Co-coordinator) at events@oxcivicsoc.org.uk



