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In 2018 Oxford City Council published its vision of the kind of city 
that Oxford could be in 2050: ‘Oxford2050’. This vision emerged 
from widespread consultation with residents and community 
groups about the future of the city’s employment and 
education, people and communities, built and natural 
environment, transport and connectivity and culture and leisure.  

At the heart of the vision was a determination that 
Oxford should be a more affordable place to live, and 
that the current inequalities in income and life chances 
for the people of Oxford should be massively reduced. 
Other key features were the protection of the city’s 
heritage and natural environment, and the belief that 
we can be a global centre for the knowledge-based 
economy. The full vision is available at 
www.oxford2050.com  and includes this drawing by 
Oxford artist Robert Eyles of Broad Street as a traffic-
free festive site.   

Oxford2050 has since underpinned the City Council’s work in 
planning for the future. It is the basis for the Local Plan (which 
sets out how the city will develop over time), and Corporate Plan 
(on the City Council’s priorities and planned work). The current 
Corporate Plan has been running from 2020 and work is now 
starting on a new Corporate Plan for 2024–2028.  

Towards the end of the year we will all be asked to participate in 
the formulation of this new Corporate Plan. An initial draft has 
been prepared which includes the proposal to continue the four 
themes of the current Corporate Plan:  

Enable an Inclusive Economy – Oxford needs a more inclusive 
economy in which wealth is distributed across our communities 
and where all citizens can share in the benefits of growth. 

Deliver More Affordable Housing – intervention is needed to 
address Oxford’s housing crisis where existing homes are 
unaffordable for many and demand for good quality homes 
outstrips what is available. 

Support Thriving Communities – Oxford’s diverse communities 
should be equipped, supported and enabled to tackle inequality 
and ensure that everyone is able to play a full part in the life of 
our city. 

Pursue a Zero Carbon Oxford – all new building by developers 
in Oxford should be significantly more energy-efficient; 
enforcing higher energy-efficiency standards for residential and 
commercial landlords; air quality improvements throughout the 
city; our streets, neighbourhoods and open spaces should be 
greener with more trees, planting and increased biodiversity; 
making a city which is more resilient to climate change, 
including through improved flood defences. 

Are these themes still the right approach to shape the 
development and management of the city in 2024–2028?   

Are there other themes, or are there priorities in the draft 
themes which need to be identified?  

To make sure that Oxford Civic Society is ready to discuss the 
next Corporate Plan with the City Council, please let us know 
your views of what will be most important to you in the city 
over the next 5 years.      

Ian Green, Oxford Civic Society Chairman; 
chairman@oxfordcivicsoc.org.uk 

http://www.oxford2050.com
mailto:chairman@oxfordcivicsoc.org.uk


−

 





 

 

 

https://www.oxcivicsoc.org.uk/programme/
mailto:events@oxcivicsoc.org.uk


 

−

 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mailto:membership@oxcivicsoc.org.uk
mailto:info@oxfordcivicsoc.org.uk
mailto:chairman@oxcivicsoc.org.uk
https://www.oxfordwalks.org.uk/
mailto:newsletter@oxcivicsoc.org.uk
mailto:https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fabout%2Fresources%2Fbuttons&region=follow_link&screen_name=oxcivicsoc&source=followbutton&variant=2.0

