
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MINUTES of the 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

held online on 

Tuesday 4th August 2020 at 6.00pm 

 

 

 

PRESENT:  Hilary Bradley, Gillian Coates, Richard Dodd, Ian Green (Chairman), Liz 

Grosvenor, Tony Joyce (AMJ), Penelope Lenon, Margaret Maden, Vernon Porter, Louise 

Thomas, Peter Thompson. 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks  

IG apologised for the poor quality of his internet connection, which would somewhat 

hinder the meeting’s progress.  

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Gillian Argyle, Clive Booth, Chris Church, Sarah Hendriks, Sue Stewart 

3. THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Tuesday 7th July 2020 

The minutes were AGREED to be a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. 

 

 

MATTERS ARISING from the 7th July MINUTES  

 

Action 

by 

4.1 Membership Recruitment 

 Individual membership stood as per the Progress Report.  Advising of 

two potential new members, IG asked about life membership: LG 

confirmed that there was at present no such option. 

 It was AGREED that the corporate membership of Mogford Ltd should be 

deemed lapsed: no subscription had been received for some time, and 

Jeremy Mogford’s views on city centre traffic management were too far 

different from those of OCS. 

 IG continues to work towards identifying projects suitable to propose to 

potential sponsors when the time is right. 

 PT’s research into Reuben College had unearthed a number of senior 

names, including that of the Bursar, Tanya Boyt.  GC knows her well and 

will approach her. 
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4.2 Communications/Programme 

 PL had issued four press releases in July, three of which (on the first 

lockdown film, the experimental bus gates and the relaxation of 

planning regulations) had been used by the local papers, and two by 

local BBC, who had interviewed IG.  She felt that the fourth (on the 

 

 

 

 

 



 

government’s “Gear Change” announcement) had lacked the critical 

edge needed to interest the press. 

 It was AGREED that IG, GC, HB and PL should aim to liaise towards the 

end of each week to discuss possible items of interest to be worked into 

press releases ready for Monday in the hope of coverage in both the 

daily and the weekly papers (the latter’s deadline being Tuesday 

lunchtime).  However, while this would work well for promoting our own 

activities, PL stressed that we must also try to react quickly with 

comments on external events – and broadcast media would always want 

pictures and talking heads. 

 The first “lockdown film” exploring unusual historic features in the city 

centre had been very successful.  IG has now recorded his commentary 

for the second, which is now with Emma Gascoigne for editing. 

 The Membership Survey closed today. 12/34 hard copy responses had 

been returned; online responses were awaited from Civic Voice. The 

Communications Group will discuss the results at its meeting on 20th 

August, and prepare summaries both for the membership and the press. 

 

 

 

IG/GC/ 

HB/PL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EG 

 

 

 

Comms 

Group 

5. PROGRESS REPORT  

5.1 Erratum: the first sub-bullet point of the first bullet point on the role of the 

Oxfordshire Futures Group should read “eg”, not “ie”. 

 

5.2 
 
IG drew attention to the discussion among the Oxford Strategic 

Partnership about responses to the “Black Lives Matter” campaign, which 

is being taken very seriously. 

 

5.3 The Oxfordshire Growth Board is planning an annual conference; it will 

be important to keep tabs on the likely agenda. 

 

 

5.4 It is unclear where the Oxfordshire 2050 plan stands on rail connectivity.  

Studies to date have not included commuter trains.  We must continue to 

promote the idea of a fully integrated metropolitan transport system. 

 

5.5 Funds to enable the redevelopment of Old Road were being sought 

within the bid for Tranche 2 post-Covid funding.  AMJ considered it 

significant that the university had agreed to surrender part of its land in 

order to enable the road to be widened, although scope for this to happen 

elsewhere was very limited. 

 

 

 

5.6  Adam Bows, Oxford University’s Sustainable Transport Manager, has 

suggested that a possible future bus gate in Oxpens might allow traffic 

from either direction to access the Westgate Centre carpark.  It was unclear 

whether this could be done in such a way as to prevent through traffic 

dodging the bus gate by driving into the carpark and out the other side. 

 



 

6. EXECUTIVE BUSINESS  

6.1 

 

 

Financial update 

RD is now producing quarterly figures.  Points of interest include: 

 Income from visits includes a £800 refund due from Rewley House 

 £700 potential income from a debate is still included, in case it proves 

possible to hold one 

 Expenditure on talks will rise to cover fees to the speakers on the five 

scheduled webinars 

 There is no provision for a President’s Reception or Christmas social 

event 

 The net forecast outturn is a deficit of some £1k (significantly better 

than the original forecast £4k deficit), leaving reserves of approximately 

£30k. 

 The legacy of £20k from Keith Holley is still held up in the probate 

process. It was noted again that, although legally unrestricted, these 

funds are to be used to promote walking and pedestrian interests. 

 RD will start work on the 2021 budget in the autumn, for presentation at 

the December Executive Committee meeting.  IG asked that enough 

time be allowed to ensure that projected activities are fully aligned with 

the Statement of Aims and Values. 
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6.2 Investment of funds 

RD’s paper explains how the bulk of the Society’s reserves are held with 

CCLA, which lends pooled funds short term to the banking system.  CCLA 

deducts its fee from the interest earned by depositors; with rates currently 

so low, it is possible that we could find ourselves paying them.  

No such charge would arise if the monies were held on deposit at a high 

street bank, the interest rate would be little different – and the capital 

would moreover be covered there by the Deposit Protection provisions. 

It was AGREED that RD should leave a small amount of funds (say £1k) 

with CCLA in order to keep the account open against the day that terms 

improve, but move the remainder to Lloyd’s Bank. 

It was also agreed that holding a significant sum in only Lloyd’s Bank will be 

reviewed, as the OCS may wish to spread risk at a time of potential 

volatility in the banking world.  
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6.3 
Meeting of Vice Presidents on 27th July 

AMJ, MM, Monawar Hussain and Richard Venables had met online with IG, 

GC and VP to discuss ways of working together for mutual benefit. 

MH and RV are keen that OCS should become more active in East Oxford 

and with young people, especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds.  

RV is already working in this area with the other Deputy Lieutenants, and 

liaising with Oxfordshire Youth; he aims to identify specific project areas on 

which to focus.  The intention is to involve young people directly; both RV 

and MH already have useful connections. 

 

 

 Grant funding should be available (although we failed to secure a grant last 

year from the Heritage Lottery Fund) but, as ever, IG’s concern is with the 

dearth of available human resources within OCS.  And while OCS is skilled 

at representing views to the authorities, we may not prove adept as project 

managers. 

The VPs intend to meet regularly; their second meeting will take place in 2-

3 weeks’ time to move things forward.  IG proposes also to include special 

adviser Bob Price who, amongst other things, is Chair of the Pegasus 

Theatre Trustees. 

 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

7.1 City Waterways Officer 

IG had learnt the previous day that Tim Wiseman, the City Council’s 

specialist Waterways Officer, has been re-assigned to tree management.  It 

seems unwise to have dispensed with his skills and experience in so 

important an area, especially as new plans for the Jericho Boatyard are 

about to be published. 

It was AGREED that IG should seek further information at his next meeting 

with Tom Bridgman 
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8 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was AGREED that the next meeting of the Executive Committee would be 

at 6pm on Tuesday 1st September, in AMJ’s garden if weather 

permits, or online.  VP would let NOCC know that we did not require their 

room. 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and declared the 

Meeting CLOSED at 7.25pm. 
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